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May Meeting - Submitted by Jim Jackson, Program Chair              

The 02 May meeting will be our annual “Southern” meeting at the Island Way Restaurant in Oak Island, beginning 

at 1130 hrs.  For this special luncheon, price will be $18 payable at the door when menu selection is made.  As 

with the Blue Water, price includes soft beverages, taxes and service charges. Beer, wine and cocktails will be 

available for purchase. 

 

Our program will feature John Falkenbury, President, USO of North Carolina. 

   

Please RSVP NLT Thursday, 27 April, to JoAnn Doleman via email: jdoleman522@gmail.com, or 910-540-

8459. 

 

How Do I Get to the May Oak Island Luncheon Meeting????? 

If you travel Route 17 S: 

• Cross the Cape Fear Bridge/Holmes Bridge/421 S, head to Routes 74/76/17 through the construction 

area in Belville/Leland. 

• Continue on 17 S. 

• At Mile Marker 31, take a left off of 17 S and go through the town of Bolivia on Old Ocean Highway/ 

17 Bypass (about a mile and a half). 

• Just past the BB&T bank on the right, take the next left onto Midway Road.  

• Stay on Midway for 7 miles and at the light at the junction of Route 211, cross over 211 and continue 

another 5 miles to the Swain’s Cut Bridge which gets you on Oak Island.  You are now on Middleton St. 

• Follow Middleton for about a mile and it will “T” at a stop sign for Beach Drive.  Take a left on Beach 

Drive and the Island Way Restaurant is at 1407 Beach Drive. 

If you take the Ferry: 

• Once off the ferry, follow the road to Moore St. take a left onto Moore St. 

• Go into Southport and at the traffic light, take a right turn on Howe St. 

• Follow Howe until it turns into Route 211.  Stay on 211 past the main entrance to St James Plantation. 

• Go another 3 miles to the next traffic light and take a left onto the road heading towards Oak Island. 

• You will go 5 miles to the Swain’s Cut Bridge, then the instructions are the same as those driving 17 S. 

 

Upcoming Programs for 2017 
 16 May Special private tour of the North Carolina Port 

       2 Jun            Annual Pig “Pickin” and Scholarship Presentations – 

   Hugh MacRae Park, Wilmington 

     5 Sep Resumption of meetings after summer break 

Message from SENCLAND Chapter President, Jim Brumit 

Whenever Carolyn and I are in Washington D.C., we always go by the war memorials to America's fallen who 

gave so much to preserve our freedoms.  Memorial Day is Monday, May 29th, and once again I'll remember 

these men and women with a silent prayer no matter where I might be.  Andy Rooney said, "For too many 

Americans, Memorial Day has become just another day off." Make a difference. 

  

mailto:bruddeas@gmail.com
mailto:jdoleman522@gmail.com
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NOAA, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, will celebrate its birthday on May 22, 2017.  The 

agency will be 100 years old.  NOAA is one of the seven uniformed services represented by MOAA. 

  

"The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is an American scientific agency within the United 

States Department of Commerce, which focuses on the conditions of the oceans and the atmosphere.  NOAA 

warns of dangerous weather, charts seas, guides the use and protection of ocean and coastal resources, and 

conducts research to improve understanding and stewardship of the environment.  In addition to its civilian 

employment base of over 11,000 as of 2015, NOAA research and operations are supported by 379 

uniformed service members who make up the NOAA Commissioned Officer Corps." (In part, quoted from 

Wikipedia). 

  

April's speaker was Dr. Rev. Bob Bardeen, who gave an outstanding discourse on Abraham Lincoln's 

"Gettysburg Address".  Dr. Bardeen broke President Lincoln's speech down into three parts. The first part was 

about the past, the second about the present, and the third part was about the future. The words "dedicate," 

"consecrate", and "hallow" are based on the religious background of Abraham Lincoln. There were five copies, 

but only the copy given to COL Bliss was signed. I leave it to you to research the Gettysburg Address and see if 

you come to the same conclusions. The president wrote the address on the train in route to Gettysburg; it was 

not written by his staff.  It took only two minutes to deliver the entire oration. What a moving address! 

  

See you at Oak Island on May 2nd 

 

  Dr. Reverend Robert Bardeen, discussing the Gettysburg Address 

 

There is Still Room on the Port Tour 

MOAA SPECIAL EVENT 

Private Visit to North Carolina Ports Authority 

 

We have arranged a special tour of the North Carolina Port in Wilmington.  This “behind the scenes” tour will 

allow our members to view up close the very busy activities involved in loading/unloading and shipping the 

many tons of cargo that pass through our local port on a daily basis. 

 

When:  Tuesday, May 16 at 10:30 am 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_Commerce
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_Commerce
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oceans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth%27s_atmosphere
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weather
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Environment_(biophysical)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uniformed_services_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NOAA_Commissioned_Officer_Corps
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Where:  2202 Burnett Blvd., Wilmington followed by Lunch at 

   Jackson’s Big Oak Bar-B-Q, 920 South Kerr Avenue, Wilmington 

 

Who: MOAA members of SENCLAND chapter and their spouses 

 

How:  Send check ($15 per person payable to MOAA) Ron Tillman, Treasurer 

            P. O. Box 382, Wrightsville Beach, NC  28480.  The payment also includes 

            cost of lunch 

 

Identification:  Please send driver’s license number along with check - include name as on Driver’s License and 

state of issue 

 

Special Note:  Limited to 30 attendees; please send check NOW to hold a seat!! 

 

 Legislative Affairs - Submitted by CAPT Barry Coyle, Legislative Affairs Chair 

April was the month of concentrated legislative action by MOAA at both the national and state levels.   

MOAA conducted its annual “Storming the Hill” campaign in Washington on 5 April 2017.   More than 150 

MOAA members participated in this year’s campaign to advocate for selected legislation. This year, MOAA 

highlighted two major concerns:   

• Eliminating harmful sequestration cuts. Congress needs to end the harmful effects of sequestration by 

supporting a bipartisan debt-reduction package that avoids disproportional penalties on DoD which 

affect service members and military retirees and their families. 

• Eliminating the “widows tax.” Congress should repeal the law that deducts DIC payments from 

military SBP annuities. The offset affects over 63,000 widows, costing them up to over $15,000 per 

year. 

The “Storming the Hill” campaign is covered extensively in the monthly MOAA magazine and on the Web site 

and therefore needs little additional embellishment here. 

The activity in Washington that I am personally watching, and impacts all of is, is progress with FY 2017 

Appropriations bills in both houses of Congress.  DoD and the Dept. of Veteran’s Affairs (as well as most of the 

rest of the Federal government) are both operating under Continuing Resolutions (CRs) that provide funding 

only at FY 2016 levels and restrict spending in other ways. These CRs expire 28 April 2017.  Action is required 

very soon in the form of either full Appropriations legislation, or extension of the CRs.    

At the state level, the NC Veterans Council will hold its annual Legislative Day on 26 April 2017.  This day 

includes both group sessions and meetings between individual legislators and NCVC members to advocate for 

on-going legislation that benefits active duty, retired and veteran military personnel. This year, the NCVC 

advocacy will emphasize the following bills currently working through committees at the State House: 

• HB 2 - Provides Certain Property Tax Relief 

• HB 66 - Veterans Plates/Vehicle Weight Increase 

• HB 103 - Equal Tax Treatment of Govt Retired Pay 

• HB 180 - National Guard Reemployment Rights/Arbitration 

• S 8 - Reduce Occupational Licensing Burdens on Military Families 

• S 106 - National Guard Reemployment Rights/Arbitration 

• S 125 - Children of Wartime Vets Amendments 

• S 129 - Track Outcomes of Veterans Programs 
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• S 213 - Military State Income Tax Relief 

 

NCVC is not ignoring the many other bills with military/veteran interest introduced in both Houses this year, 

which I listed last month.  The ones being emphasized this year are those requiring additional support or 

perhaps having lower chances of success at the moment. 

 

Finally, I would like to give a big “Thank You” to all Chapter members who emailed or mailed letters of 

support for HB 103 to your NC elected representatives in response to last month’s Take Action request.  Great 

way to get involved in MOAA-supported legislative activity. 

 

Outreach Initiatives - Submitted by LtCol Larry Wilson, Outreach Chair 

Thanks to the generosity of our chapter members, the Board of Directors has approved a grant to the Cape Fear 

Community College (CFCC) Veterans Center at the Surf City campus. The Surf City site serves primarily 

Pender County, and service members from Camp Lejeune and MCAS New River.  The Veterans Center gives 

veterans a place to seek academic counseling, register for classes or just take a break among other military 

students. Approximately 10% of the 12,000 students enrolled full time at CFCC are military. 
 

JROTC Scholarships and Outreach Support – Submitted by LTC LeeRoy Hanna, Leadership/Scholarship 

Chair 

We would like to recognize the following members who have donated to the scholarship/outreach programs 

since last month.  Many of these donations were very gracious contributions to the Scholarship Fund in memory 

of LTC Bob Jones.  Your contributions in his memory are greatly appreciated. 

 

Merlin Bell*   Kay Ballard    Jim Brumit * 

Robert Carroll   Michael Cooper    Barry Coyle 

J. & B. Cutler   Regina Doyle    Gaython Eaton 

LeeRoy Hanna**  Floyd & Ella Hood   Robert E. Johannesen 

Justine Lerch   Phillip McCluskey   Bruce Patterson * 

Roger Rains *   Al Schroetel *    George & Jeanne Walker 

Irene Wallace 

  

*donations of $100 

**donations of $200 

 

Please considering making a donation to these worthwhile projects now.  We are completing the scholarship 

interviews from ten applicants. We are always accepting applications for outreach support. 

Thank you again to all of our generous contributors. 

 

JROTC Leadership Awards 

We have started receiving dates for the upcoming JROTC Leadership Award presentations.  If you are 

interested in helping please send me an email MACHanna@aol.com.  I currently have openings for presenters 

at Pender on May 9, at Hoggard (Battleship) on May 25, and at Whiteville on May 26.  

 

Membership Updates 

New Members: 

Johannesen, Robert – CDR, USN (Ret.) – Spouse is HelenMarr 

Rose, Alfred R. – LTC, USA (Ret.) – Spouse is Claudia 

Cooper, JoAnn – Surviving Spouse of LTC Clause W. Cooper 

 

mailto:MACHanna@aol.com
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6 Members requested termination of membership due to changes in their circumstances/activities 

1 Member relocated out of the area 

 

Deceased Members: 
Cooper, Claude W. – LTC, USA (Ret.) – Surviving Spouse is JoAnn 

 

A note to SENCLAND Chapter from Yvonne Jones, Surviving Spouse of our former Chapter President, LTC 

Bob Jones, was recently received.  In it, Yvonne wrote - ”The family of LTC Bob Jones appreciates having you 

with us at the celebration of life service at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church.  We are so grateful for your lovely 

sympathy cards and acts of kindness.  Blessings to all.” 

 

Help Us Keep Track of All of Our Members 

It is important that we maintain current contact information on all of our Chapter's members. Please let Al 

Schroetel know when you have a new address, e-mail or telephone number.  Additionally, if you know of 

changed status, such as relocation, of any members of our Chapter, we’d greatly appreciate hearing about that as 

well.  We’ve recently had a hard time staying in contact with Francine Berger-newsletters have been returned 

and the phone goes unanswered.  If any members have knowledge of new contact information for her, please let 

Al Schroetel know. 

 

Chaplain’s Corner 
SENCLAND Chapter Chaplain Charles Lewis sends this reminder - In the event of a serious illness, or a death, 

in the case of a Chapter member or spouse, please make sure to let our Chaplain know of the specific mailing 

address for family members who should receive get-well or sympathy cards from SENCLAND Chapter.  This is 

a vital communication process - we want our membership to know that we sincerely care. 

 

Editorial Policy and Comments 

The SENCLAND SENTINEL Newsletter is published by the SENCLAND Chapter, which is an affiliate of the 

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA).  MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are 

independent, nonprofit, and politically nonpartisan organizations.  As a part of MOAA’s efforts to advance 

legislation and budgets that would be in the best interests of military members, retirees, and their families, there 

is an ongoing initiative to create awareness on many important topics, and to provide members with easy ways 

to give their input to state and national legislators.  The following link will take you directly to MOAA’s 

legislative activities and provide access to congress……. http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/.  

SENCLAND Sentinel – Our Chapter’s Voice 
Our newsletter is published monthly (except July & August) in sufficient time to provide information on 

upcoming meetings. We want this newsletter to be of value to you, but we do not aim to compete with 

established print, broadcast, or online media, and we do not simply distill what MOAA National is publishing in 

Military Officer each month. What we want to do here is keep you informed about the chapter and our 

SENCLAND efforts to stay connected with each other, and support our local military and veteran communities. 

To that end, we encourage you to provide content for publication in our newsletter and online. Simply send your 

notices, letters, articles, and photos to our editor, Brud Deas, (bruddeas@gmail.com) as you collect them. 

Everything submitted by the 15th of the month will be considered for inclusion in the following month’s 

newsletter. All items are subject to editing.  

SENCLAND Sentinel accepts sponsorships from our members and other supporters. You can see a full listing 

of current sponsors at the end of each newsletter. Soliciting sponsorship in this way provides a way to recognize 

our sponsors while allowing us to keep our dues the lowest in the state. If you would like to discuss sponsorship 

opportunities for yourself, your company, other veteran fraternal and support organizations, or anyone else that 

http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/
mailto:bruddeas@gmail.com
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appreciates the mission of SENCLAND MOAA, please email Brud.  Cash sponsorships in excess of the cost of 

publishing this newsletter in its current format will augment our local military and veteran outreach activities, 

increasing the positive effect that we have on our local community. Consider inviting your neighbors to 

participate by sharing this newsletter with them and talking about MOAA SENCLAND.  Whenever possible, 

please patronize our sponsors and let them know we all appreciate their support of our important 

initiatives. 
 

 

 

 

837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC (910) 799-9023 
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

 

“…Creating lifelong memories every day” 
837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC 910 799-9023 

1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

www.appleanniesbakeshop.com 
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THE SENCLAND 

CHAPTER 

of the 

MILITARY OFFICERS 

ASSOCIATION OF 

AMERICA 
P.O. BOX 382 

Wrightsville Beach, NC  28480 

 

 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

 

May 2017 
 

 

SENCLAND Chapter (MOAA) Membership Application Form 

Date of Application:  __________________________________________ 

Active Duty _______ Active Reservist _______    Retired _______     Former Officer _______   

Name:  _____________________________________ Rank _______    Service ______________ 

Street Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________State______       Zip+4 ____________ 

Date of Birth MM/DD/YYYY:  _____________________________________ 

Spouse’s Name:  _______________________________ Home Phone:  _____________________ 

Email:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you a National MOAA member?   _________ Annual _________ Life Member __________ 

Note:  It is not necessary that you be a member of National MOAA in order to join the local chapter although we 

strongly encourage you to become a National MOAA member. 

Your National MOAA membership number (on magazine label): ___________________________________ 

Annual chapter dues of $20.00 are waived for the current calendar year for new members! Please complete this form  

and mail to the return address above.  Call Al Schroetel, Membership Chairman, at 910-686-6905 or email 

downeast@bellsouth.net if you have any questions. We look forward to meeting you! 

mailto:downeast@bellsouth.net

